
Philippians Chapter 1:27-30    Treasures From the Book of Philippians 

 

Intro: In the prior passage Paul had shared his dilemma.  

On the one hand he wanted to depart and be with Christ which was better for him. 

On the other hand he wanted to live and strengthen the church, which was better for them.  
 

 

Philippians 1: [27] Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 

and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

 

 1. The Challenge of Standing Fast  27 

 

The Apostle Paul says “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel.” 

 Paul has reduced his exhortation to “only”, one thing.  

 I want your behavior as a church, in a pagan culture, to be worthy of the gospel that you believe and the 

gospel that you proclaim.  
 

The word “becometh” is a word that speaks of wearing Christian character for others to see. 

Col 3:8-10 is a putting off of the old man and a putting on of the new man. 
  
You're “conversation” is your conduct. 

We must conduct our selves with proper behavior for a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  
 

The gospel is the good news of salvation. How Jesus died for our sins and rose again. 
 

Paul is saying whether I come to see you or whether I don't is not essential. It does not really matter.  

What is essential is proper Christian character and conduct.  

What is essential is the behavior of this church, the integrity of this church.  

What is important is that you conduct yourselves in a manner that is worthy of the gospel of Christ.  
  

People look at the church, they see lives that don't reflect salvation from sin and they say that gospel 

doesn't do anything. We are to live lives that are worthy of being called Christians. 

Paul wanted to know the church at Philippi was truly serving Christ. 

Remember what Paul had told the Ephesians in Acts 20:29-31. 
 

Paul gives some challenges to the church at Philippi. 

He wants to hear that the church at Philippi is “standing fast.” 

Standing fast is the word “steko”, which is to stand firm, or to be at post in a war.  

The word is a military term used to refer to a soldier who will not budge or move from his post. 
 

The church is under attack.  

Eph 6:11-17 

In order to stand you have to have the full armor of God. 

You are not standing against flesh and blood, but rulers of darkness, spiritual wickedness in high places. 

So, we are standing against Satan and demons.  

 Stand firm against Satan, against the lies of hell, the doctrines of demons, the seducing spirits, the 

temptations of the flesh.  
 

 In many churches leaders are collapsing and falling into sin. 

 

 



Philippians 1: [27] Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 

and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

 

 2. The Challenge of Sharing  27 

 

 Paul says that he wanted to hear, "that ye are standing fast in one spirit, with one mind."  

 It's not just standing firm alone, it's standing firm together in unity, supporting one another.  

 Purity first, unity second. Purity and unity.  

 The battle for unity has gone on in the church since its inception.  

 We want harmony in the church.  

 John 13:34-35, John 17:21, Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 1:10, Galatians 3:28, Ephesians 4:3. 

 

How is that unity generated?  Philippians 2:3.  

Let each of us regard one another as more important than himself. 

Do not merely look out for your own personal interest but also for the interest of others. 
 

You know why you have conflict in a church?  

Because you have at least two people concerned about their own interests.  

You will never have conflict where you have two people only concerned about one person's interest.  
 

And what that means is you give up your rights, you give up your opinions, and you seek peace.  

Eph 4:32 Forgiving one another even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you 
 

People criticizing others, blaming people, holding grudges against people, bitternesses against people. 

All of this has supernatural forces behind it. 

 

 

Philippians 1: [27] Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 

and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel;  [28] And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to 

them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 

 

 3. The Challenge of Striving  27-28 

 

 The word used here is “sunatheo.”  It is an athletic term used in the sporting arenas. 

 It is a struggle together to fight and overcome a common adversary. 
 

 It is working together to achieve a common goal with victory being the objective. 

 Striving is unity with a purpose. It is teamwork! 

 The only way to maintain unity, is to be engaged in a common struggle.  

 When everyone's focus is on the common goal, the common victory, there is a working together. 

 Most churches bicker amongst themselves rather than striving against a common foe. 
 

 A basketball player who scored 30 points a game but they lost every game. 

 He was not a team player. You can’t win with him he has an ego problem. 
 

 2
nd

 baseman almost won the batting title, most home runs and most RBI’s. 

 But his team finished last. 

 His contract was up and he asked for a huge raise. 

 The owner said, no way! We can finish last without you! 
 



 Striving together is not who is going to get the credit but how are we going to accomplish it. 
 

 “Striving together for the faith of the gospel.” 

 We are in a conflict to preserve and protect the faith from those who attack and destroy.  

 We are in a conflict to proclaim and preach the faith to those who reject it. We must proclaim the truth. 
 

 In verse 28 he says, in the struggle don't be “terrified” or alarmed by your opponents.  

 Their hostility toward you is a sign that they're going to be destroyed. 

 If they're attacking you, that proves whose side they're on and that proves whose side you're on 

 It is a sign of destruction for them but of salvation for you and that too from God. 

 

 

Philippians 1: [29] For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to 

suffer for his sake; [30] Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 

 
 

 4. The Challenge of Suffering   29-30 
 

 God has granted to us for Christ's sake not only to believe in Him but also to suffer for His sake. 

 God has chosen you not only for salvation, He's chosen you for suffering. 

 Did you know suffering is a gift from God? 

 Paul says “remember what happened to me in Philippi, Acts 16, and you now hear of me here in Rome.”  
   

 Remember Paul has a thorn in the flesh, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  

 That thorn turned out to bring joy to Paul. It was a type of a cross that Paul carried. 

 Matthew 10:38, Matthew 16:24.   1Peter 3:17, 4:16, 5:10.  

  

 


